
 

 

 

2017 MAHP Summer Conference Working Agenda 

Grand Traverse Resort, Acme, MI 

 

Wednesday, July 19 
 

Noon   
Conference Registration Desk opens 

 

Noon – 2:50 p.m.   
Luncheon for attendees of Bi-monthly meeting between Medicaid Health Plans and 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 

 

3:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
Partner Showcase 

Moderator:  Joseph Lentine, Jr., DENCAP Dental Plans, Detroit, MI 

 

Join us for this first-time-ever opportunity for conference partners to present brief, cutting-edge 

synopses on their products and services in an interactive setting. Presenters will include: 

 Access2Care: Matt McCormick 

 Behavioral Health Professionals, Inc: Lisa Knysz, MD 

 Envolve: To be announced  

 Gilead Sciences: To be announced 

 HealthMine: Rodger Kormylo 

 Novo Nordisk: Dave Moody 

 VARIS LLC:  Phyllis Cartwright  

  

5:15 – 7:00 p.m. 
MAHP Medical, Pharmacy and QI Directors Meeting 

(MAHP Committee Members or Invitation Only) 

 

7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
Opening Reception and Silent Auction with Sponsors in Exhibit Hall 

 

The Michigan Association of Health Plans appreciates the many sponsors of this 32nd Annual 

Summer Conference and has scheduled this opening event as a great networking opportunity for 

our health plan members, sponsors and all conference participants. 

 



 

 

Thursday, July 20 
 

6:30 a.m. 
Personal Wellness Option:  Dental Dash 

Meet in the hotel lobby. 

 

7:00 a.m. 
Conference Registration Desk opens 

Continental Breakfast and Silent Auction with Sponsors in Exhibit Hall 

 

8:10 a.m.  
Welcome and Introduction 

Kimberly Thomas, Priority Health and President, Michigan Association of Health Plans Board 

of Directors 

 

Dominick Pallone, Executive Director, Michigan Association of Health Plans, Lansing, MI 

  

8:15 a.m. 
Keynote Address 

Speaker TBA 
 

9:30 a.m.  
Prize Drawing and Stretch Break 

 

9:45 a.m. 
A Conversation with State Directors  
Moderator: Ron Fournier, Crain’s Detroit Business, Detroit, MI 

 

Panelists: 

Nick Lyon, Director, Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), Lansing, 

MI 

 

Patrick McPharlin, Director, Michigan Department of Financial and Insurance Services 

(DIFS), Lansing, MI 

 

The directors will comment on department priorities, common issues affecting health plans and 

respond to audience questions.  

 



 

 

 

Thursday, July 20, continued 
 

10:15 a.m. 
Legislative Panel: Key Budget and Policy Issues Facing Michigan 

 

Moderator: Ron Fournier, Crain’s Detroit Business, Detroit, MI 

Panelists: Legislators to be announced 

 

Moderated by Ron Fournier, this panel of key lawmakers will debate current policy and budget 

issues and politics, and interact with the audience. 

 
Prize Drawing 

 

11:30 a.m. 
Adjourn (light lunch for non-golfers in Governor’s Pre-function Area)  

 

Noon    
Shotgun Golf Tournament:  Wolverine Course  

(Boxed lunches for golfers; meet at Golf Center) 

 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  
Reception and Silent Auction with Sponsors in Exhibit Hall 

Be sure to visit the booths and Silent Auction baskets—bidding will close on Friday morning! 

 

Dinner on your own 

 

Friday, July 21 
 

7:30 a.m.   
Registration and Continental Breakfast and Silent Auction in Exhibit Hall  

 

8:25 a.m. 
Welcome and Introduction  

Dominick Pallone, Executive Director, Michigan Association of Health Plans, Lansing, MI  

 



 

 

 

Friday, July 21, continued 
 

8:30 a.m.  
Keynote Address: The Politics of Health Care 

 

Speaker: Ronald Brownstein, Atlantic Media’s Editorial Director for Strategic Partnerships, 

Editorial Director of National Journal and Senior Political Analyst, CNN & ABC 

 

The politics of health care are every bit as complex as the policy. Ronald Brownstein is the rare 

analyst who can explain both. Drawing on his deep experience covering every major health care 

debate since the 1990s, he will illuminate the policy options and political pressures that are 

shaping the debate over revising the Affordable Care Act. His insights provide audiences a keen 

understanding both of how changes in federal and state policy will remake the health care 

landscape, and how the struggle over those policies is shaped by the parties’ larger political 

competition. From coverage and cost, to risk sharing and regulation, Brownstein will provide a  

panoramic picture of how the Donald Trump era is likely to change the equation for patients, 

physicians, hospitals, insurers and all other key institutions in the health care industry. 

 
Prize Drawing 

 

10:00 a.m.  
Break in Exhibit Hall with Sponsors and Closing of the Silent Auction 

You will have just 30 minutes to make your final bids!  The exhibit hall closes at 10:30 a.m. 

 

10:30 a.m.   
General Session: The Future of Value-Based Payment Models and the Impact on Pharmacy 

 

Moderator: Karen Jonas, RPh, Pharmacy Consultant, Michigan Association of Health Plans, 

Lansing, MI 

 

Panelists:  

A. Mark Fendrick, MD, Professor, Division of General Medicine, Department of Internal 

Medicine and Department of Health Management and Policy; Director, Center for Value-Based 

Insurance Design, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

 

Other panelists TBA 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Friday, July 21, continued 
 

Health plans can take advantage of innovative strategies across the care continuum and its effect 

on all pharmacy partners. With a value-based plan design and shifting payment models, health 

plans must clearly understand the correlation with pharmacy and clinical outcomes.  

 

What does all this mean for the future of pharmacy in a value-based design world?  This session 

will address the pros and cons of several emerging issues. 

 Addressing health plans quality measures and how pharmacy vendor(s) have the capacity 

to offer and support value-based strategies. 

 Implementing pay-for-performance models in the pharmacy network based upon 

pharmacy performance level metrics. 

 Incorporating pharmaceutical management into a broader value-based benefit strategy. 

 Implementing a value-based approach to managing pharmaceuticals based upon costs and 

outcomes 

We will examine the issues from the perspectives of the health plan, the provider, pharmacists 

and the impact on the patient in a value-based design world. 

 
Prize Drawing 

 

Noon 
MAHP Annual Awards Luncheon 

 MAHP President’s Report presented by Kimberly Thomas, Priority Health and 

President, Michigan Association of Health Plans Board of Directors 

 

 Presentation of Ellis J. Bonner, Eugene Farnum, Presidential Merit, Legislative, 

PAC and Golf Awards and results of the Silent Auction Bids 

 

1:15 p.m. 

General Session: The Future of Medicaid 

 

Panelists:   

Brian Neale, Director, Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services, Washington D.C. (invited) 

 

Jeff Myers, CEO, Medicaid Health Plans of America (MHPA),Washington, D.C. (invited) 

 

Chris Priest, Medicaid Director, Michigan Department of Health and Human Services,  

(MDHHS) Lansing, MI  



 

 

 

Friday, July 21, continued 
 

Join the conversation with Medicaid experts about potential federal reforms and increased 

flexibility provided to states.  Presenters will provide their opinions on the impact on states of 

increased flexibility from CMS, innovative ideas within managed care around the nation, and the 

potential implications for how Michigan operates its Medicaid program.   

 

Prize Drawing 

 

2:30 p.m.   
Stretch Break 

 

2:45 p.m.   
General Session: Medicare Horizons  

Moderator:  Jan Getty, President, Resource Link of Michigan, LLC, MAHP Medicare 

Consultant, Waterford, MI 

 

Panelists: 

Mark Hamelburg, Senior Vice President for Federal Programs, America’s Health Insurance 

Plans, Washington, DC 

 

Niall Brennan, Kaiser Family Foundation, former Chief Data Officer, CMS (invited) 

 

Debbie Ryan, Vice President, Kaufman Hall, Lansing, MI (invited) 

 

MACRA, MIPS, APM…what does it all mean for you?  Panelists will lead a wide-ranging  

discussion on their perspectives of how Medicare payment reform is impacting healthcare in 

Michigan and across the nation. 

 

Prize Drawing 

 

4:00 p.m.   
Adjourn 

 

Dinner on Your Own 

Tall Ships (Advance reservations required.) 



 

 

 

Saturday, July 22 
 

8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast  
  

9:00 a.m.   
Welcome and Introductions 

Dominick Pallone, Executive Director, Michigan Association of Health Plans, Lansing, MI 

 

General Session: Health Plan Integration: Lessons Learned and a Path Forward 

 

Panelists: 

Tim Engelhardt, Director, Federal Coordinated Health Care Office, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services (CMS), Washington, DC 

 

G. Lawrence Atkins, PhD, Executive Director, Long-Term Quality Alliance and Executive 

Director, National Managed Long Term Support Services (MLTSS) Health Plan Association, 

Washington, DC 

 

Michigan currently is evaluating potential pilot programs to better integrate the physical and 

behavioral health benefits through managed care.  The state also is taking part in the Duals demo 

(MI Health Link) to better integrate care for Medicaid/Medicare dual eligible. In the passage of  

state legislation which created the Healthy Michigan Act (Medicaid expansion), the legislature 

included language requiring the State to craft a path towards a managed care LTSS program.   

 

The discussion will include high level overviews of how managed care is being asked to manage 

the Medicare/Medicaid dual eligible, Long Term Care eligible, and behavioral health Medicaid 

populations in Michigan and throughout the nation. 

 

10:15 a.m. 
Stretch Break 

 

10:30 a.m.    
General Session: The Adverse Childhood Experiences Project:  Where is Michigan a year 

later? 

Moderator:  Rick Murdock, Consultant 

 

11:30 a.m. 
Evaluations and Final Prize Drawing 

Adjourn 


